A message

The ‘Knypersley News’

Learning together, learning for life!
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from Miss Leese:

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you all had a lovely Bank Holiday weekend and enjoyed the sunshine that finally

been a busy and inspiring week in school as the children learnt about
of his 100th birthday. Across

the world, and created

appeared. It has
Climate Protection and Sir David Attenborough in celebration
the week, they explored a stimulus text, discussed his impact on
thoughtful writing and artwork that will be displayed as a reminder of the day and its

importance.

This afternoon, the whole school joined a live Picture News assembly alongside thousands

of other schools. Tt was a wonderful opportunity for our children to feel part of something

much bigger than Knypersley First School. A huge thank you to Mrs Booth for organising

such a meaningful experience and sparking real passion in our pupils. They were

respectful, enthusiastic and incredibly proud of their learning.

Next week, we will be marking Mental Health Awareness Week. On Monday, children

are invited to wear yellow as a symbol of hope and positivity. Throughout the week,

they will take time to slow down, reflect on their thoughts and feelings, and take part in

activities planned by Mrs Sigley. We look forward to sharing moments from the week

with you on Facebook. You can read more about Mental Health Awareness Week if

youwd like to explore the theme at home.

A reminder to Reception parents and carers that on Friday 15th May, you are warmly

invited to join your child for their final Forest School session of the year.

Please also see the Spotlight page for our EYFS survey feedback, with KS1 and KS2

responses to follow next week. Information about our Summer Disco on 21st May is

also available there.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Attendance Miss Leese and Team Knypersley x

This Week's
winner is:

Class 7

Important dates

11.5.26 Mental
Health Week whole
school non-uniform
Yellow theme

15.5.26 Reception
Forest School Parent
Engagement

Busy Bees—9.30am
Caterpillars—1.30pm
21.5.26 PTFA

summer disco
Reception 2.15-3.15
KS1 3.15-4.15
KS2 4.15-5.15

25.5.26-29.5.26
May Half Term

1.6.26 INSET day
2.6.26 Pupil return
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Please follow the following link https://
www.knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/lunch-menu/ to

find our school lunch menu.

On our return we will be following week 3 of

the new Feb-July menu.



https://www.knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/lunch-menu/
https://www.knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/lunch-menu/

MUV U UTURUNUTURURURURLR

@'sery— Noah

Creative Caterpillars— Ember
Busy Bees- Tommy-James
Class 2- Blessing

Class 3- Cody

Class 4- Isabelle

Class - Jaxon

Class B- Harlan
Class 7- Jacob
Class 8- Rio
Class 9- Toby

§tar of Vo4
~. - the week ..

Star reader
U gestanieader gy

Swimmer of the week
House Points / \ Achievements Outside of School...
Cc: Myles

Bb: Myla
2:- Bank hol no swim [ \

3: bank hol no swim

4: Faye Celebration assembly
5: Alex

took place in
6: Poppy

7: Ava classrooms.

8: Liam j

9: Leila
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% STAFFORDSHIRE / Arbor Support \

CONNECTS

Please could we also ask that you check the
information that we have on Arbor is correct and
up to date; phone numbers, three emergency
Staffordshire Connects is a valuable resource contacts, address, medical information, permissions

that we use frequently in school for direction etc.

Staffordshire Connects

to agencies that can support both
professionals but also families too! Thank you

This week I would like to direct you to the
’Place to Go, Things to Do’ section of the

webpage.
This page will direct you to advice and support \ Arbor /

around places to go, days out and things to do,

either with the family or for children to do.
. . Reminders for Class Drop-Ins Sessions
If you would like support accessing any of the

offered support within the page please contact
a DSL listed on our school webpage. drop in sessions, either in person or over the phone.

This is a chance to catch up on your child’s progress,

A reminder that staff are available each week for

share important information, or have a more in depth
conversation beyond parents’ evenings and school
reports. If you feel a drop in would be helpful, please

speak to your child’s class teacher to arrange a
We are working to become a communication . .
suitable time.

friendly school. Some of the children that attend
our school use Makaton as a way of

Makaton Sign of the Week

Please see below for the drop-in days for each class,

communicating. To aid whole school where staff are available weekly for in person or

communication we will be teaching the whole phone conversations.

school a sign a week in partnership with Nursery Wednesday
Makaton.org. Reception Thursday

Please see the below link to join in with our Year 1 Wednesday

learning to aid communication across our
_ Year 2 Wednesday
school/ community.

Bab Year 3 Monday

Year 4 Thursday
SENDco Drop-in Wednesday

Le We ask that you communicate with your class

teacher to reserve a slot on their drop-in sessions.

Thank you.



https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/family.page?familychannel=2
https://www.knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/safeguarding-2/
https://makaton.org/TMC/News_Stories/SOTW/SOTW_Baby.aspx

A huge thank you to those who completed our recent EYFS survey. Over this

’ / week and next we will share key stage responses and school actions.

e
}%YFS Survey Responses

Strongly
Agree

Strongly

N Overall Picture
Disagree

Survey Area Neutral

Agree Disagree

Well-informed
before starting

Child settled
happily

Positive
relationships with
staff

Staff know my child
well

Child feels safe &
cared for

Parents feel
comfortable
approaching staff

Helpful
information via
Evidence
Me/Reports

Child making good
progress

Child enjoys
learning

“He has become more outgoing with his friends and staff.” “Brought her

Very strong =
majority felt
well-prepared

Extremely positive
settling picture

A major strength
across EYFS

Strong confidence
in staff knowledge

Very strong sense
of safety

High trustin staff

Mostly positive,
some desire for
more

communication

Very strong
progress picture

Exceptionally high
enjoyment and
engagement

“The nursery staff are so nurturing and welcoming.”
“She has made some really close friendships and enjoys

coming every day.”

“Her reading and writing has come on

so well.”

“His reading ability is absolutely

incredible.”

out of her shell.”

“I love the progress reports on Evidence Me with

photographs.”

“She talks really positively about the staff and seems that they genuinely care for her and when she is

off school will say she misses the teachers”

adults is a huge success for him.”

“He talks Fondly of his teachers and lunchtime assistants. Making relationships with other Familiar

“My child could be shy around other children in social situations but | Feel their speech and

confidence have grown - thank you ladies!”




Early Years Survey Feedback and School Responses

Thank you for your responses and engagement in the recent EYFS Spring survey. Over this week (EYFS) and next week

(KS1 and KS2), we will be sharing all feedback along with our school responses so that you are fully informed about

the actions taken and the information you requested.

Parent Responses and Development School Responses
Suggestions

We appreciate this feedback and have reviewed home school links books. Teacher

. X currently write every 6 weeks a detailed review of your child’s progress and next
More acknowledgement in reading y y fy prog

diaries / tricky word checks steps. In Reception children are sent home with weekly phonics focus sheets. The

sheets sent home detail the sounds and words focused on that week so that you can
continue to support to embed new knowledge at home.

We publish our medium term plans on the school website. These outline the core

N texts, weekly learning objectives and key vocabulary your child will be taught, and
More regular communication about ¥ govl ¥ vy i

kl i k k.Y find th : https://
weekly learning objectives can be used to track learning week by week. You can find them at s

knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/curriculum/ under the relevant year group.

Early Years

We acknowledge that parents’ evenings can feel short. In response to feedback a

intr | . -
Parents’ Evening felt rushed few years ago, we introduced weekly class teacher drop ins so that families have

regular opportunities to check in, discuss progress in more depth and have a more
private conversation whenever needed. Please see the Spotlight page for details of
your child’s class teacher’s drop-in time.

Toileting routines at home are best supported through the School Nursing Team,

. o . who are able to offer personalised guidance and strategies for families. There is
Support with toileting routines at P g g

home currently a school nurse drop in held fortnightly at our local Family Hub. Please see

the Staffordshire Moorlands Family Hub for key dates. We also share these dates
regularly on our school Facebook page so families can access support when needed.

If you feel your child needs extra support with routines at home, please speak to

. .. . your child’s class teacher. Throughout the year we have offered visual timetables,
Support with explaining routines to

. . weekly overviews and day to day check ins before home time to help children
children who need more processing

time prepare for the school day. We are always happy to work with you to provide
additional strategies if needed.

Reading fluency can be strengthened at home by using the key words at the front of
your child’s book within simple games or everyday activities. This could be spotting

More advanced reading options for

. words in shops, around the local community, or through word hunts at home.

children who need challenge
Embedding these words in real-life contexts helps children build confidence, recall

and fluency.

Based on your feedback we will build into our 2026-2027 Home Link Books ideas to
challenge and embed reading at home.

We plan with all family preferences in mind. Children still take part in activities, but

A . those who cannot appear online are hidden in the final image so they can be
Clarification around opportunities PP & y

. . included safely. For productions, we check recording preferences in advance and
for children protected from social Y P gp

ESiRlle &, productions) seat children accordingly so they can participate while remaining protected.
We will look for a way to explain this process more frequently throughout the school

year.



https://knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/curriculum/
https://knypersley.staffs.sch.uk/curriculum/
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We will be taking part in ‘No Pens Day’ on 20th March. Alongside the
intent outlined below, our school focus will be to launch our consistent
pre verbal visual supports, PECS and Makaton.

We hope that having an agreed set of pre verbal supports in school will

ensure that children can communicate not only with adults, but with one

another too.

NO PEN DAY
20TH MAY 2026
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TO RAISE AWARENESS F
ORACY AND OTHER
COMMUNICATION-FRIENDLY
APPROACHES




YOU ARE INVITED TO

DiSCD Y4

21.5.2026 (P\ |

SCHOOL DAY
RECEPTION: 2:15PM-3:15PM
KSi: 3:15PM-4:15PM
KS2: 4:15PM - 5:15PM

’”Cfuded.
Hotdo'

Please enter the disco via the main
office, Collection will be through
your child’s normal dismissal door

s W), KA
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THE NATIONAL
YEAR OF READING

To celebrate the National Year
of Reading, we are embarking
on a project To restock our
school library with texts that
are modern, inclusive and By taking part in our

reflective of different lives ! sponsored
- ‘Read-a-thon’, you

will be helping to
raise funds for our
.S(hoo“

« llore exciting updates coming e
soon! Watch this space!
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10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

HELPING,NEURODIVERGENT CHILDREN
NAVIGATE THE ONLINE WORLD

Neurodivergent people tend to be eorly adopters of technology, and many influential innovators in this space are neurodivergent thomselves.
It's therefore likely thot a neurodivergent child or young person may be drawn to the online world from an early oge. This Isn't a concemn in
itsolf, but understanding both the bonefits and potential risks is essential. Here are ten key considerations to support safe and positive online
experiences for neurodivergent children

TREAT ONLINE LIKE g2
THE REAL WORLD

You woddnt alow a child o croas ¢ 1000 withawe
guidonce - yourd hold their hand. use o pedesian
croasng, ond model sole behaviour, In the some way,
a reuredivergent chid 3 rst saperiences onine
ShouM e supported Dy on Oduit who Can guide and
rpiarn sale ond 1es ponsibie dig Rl behoviour to
thom from the outeat

1

——

MODEL RESPONSIBLE
USE

2

Chadren arm rom what they see. Show a b children
regardiess of meurctype, whot responsibio mornel

use looks ks Retect on your owe uss of 1ocial media

ond A Consider how oMen you use them and your » J
own understonding of these plotiorrms. Tolk epenly .
about when and why yeu use thede teols. halping ol

chiidren Sevelop a balanced and Irdormed Gpperooch

»
3 KNOW YOUR LIMITS ﬂg(

Current govotrure nt g udante suggests nd sole
SCreen Use Delow the Oge of twe, alth O moxirmum

0f oNe hour per Ay far two- %0 Bve -year-okds, Scroen
tirrw con support comen unication and connection
when shored aith on aduit. Mowever, pasalve

WO hiIng 0on offect neurodivergent chvidres s
ottertion and longuoges skils. Focus on the typs of
corter they wotch. encouragng slower-paced and
meaningiul moterisl rother then lost- poced
averatimulating coment

4 CONSIDER AGES
AND STAGES

For older children ong teenagers, Ogreed lmits

0rG INMportant. Sorean e con be Deneficiol

but & should forrm part of a balonced Ifectyle
NaLuredverg ent chioken may find onkice
COMMUNICAtIon easier than 1001-wora Comerictian
wpesrting ther sockl Interacion, However,
SAOUMIN T b Tisir only aptian. Encouroge o rangs of
octivities, including creative play. physical osercies,
ON A oPPor tunities far recl - workd conneclona.

¢ KEEP CONVERSATIONS D
OPEN &

Descussions obowt ontine safety shoukd begin sarty
ond continue 0s children grow. Hawover,
newcdivergent children may worry cbout getting
NNgs wiang or being Misunder s ood, Meanng the s
Knas of comversations should feet open and foir,
rather thon | alecturs. ¥ achild secountsrs o
profdam - s h 0% 0 scam of inapprogeiate content
hay noed 1o feel able 1o speak o o Lrusted adun
WIhout fecr of JUdGWmWnt o @ MECH roas ment,

[ oul m
Meet Qur Expert

CAInG Lowr! i5 0 neuroanvergent former SENCO ond Aovisary Teachar who l
AOtRE With rurseries, schoels wges one e 1D FNDIOYVe i NChtior

for newrodivergent peogie. 3he ls the found rector of Neurstecchers
NG he OUthar of “The Other 1§ PP 1 Neur oiergent

6 BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE

YOu ren T enpecied 10 De on expert, Dat it's m

Important 1o stay Informed about the plationms,
gomes. or opps neurodvergent chilcren use In
et 10 provide precticol suppon. Seciol medio
platformis have oge lemits, and many apps and
Qames o¥er porenial sattings that con comtrol
occass Schooks ond forrl les shoukd work together
to understond these tools, helping neuradver gont
ONBdien wae them swalely while keeping up 1o dats
WIth new features CRd changes.

7 SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES

Chidren and young peopie often know more

obout current technology thon odults, meaning

'3 impartont to recognise that controls may be
bLypaised. Chor, predictable boundores shoukd be
used, based on trust and Consitency, Nvoiving
ohidren N ducussons thot offect them helps them
foel Pmard. This iz particularly important for

Nerwr ociive 1gent chiien, aho may reapond strangly
Lo percelved unfolmess

-

g UNDERSTAND Al (Wi
CONTENT X Fake

The interset now Ncludes large amounts of
A-GENerated content, INCluding IMmages, ideos, ond
womes These can be ddhcult 1o idertrty, Cradren
shonkd De encewraged 1o guestion ahot they ses and
chech the INnformation wsing trusted sourdes
Neuradvergent chilcren may Interpret Content
neraly, meaning odult guidance i imponant in
helping thern recogrnise what's real ond reflable

and what lant

o EXPLAIN Al
LIMITATIONS

A L3IVt the 50rme @8 O Secrch engine, It genarates
resgondes Dosed 00 prompts ond potterns, and its
COCLUrOCY CHpends on how 'S Used, Sometirmnes, it
prodeces Incermect or unrealistic information, krown
o2 hallucinotions’. Bath oduts and chidren neod %
understand N ond leam how 1o check inloemation
ocaretuly using reflobée Onad trusted sources

TEREIEEENR

(o CLARIFY Al Ga
RELATIONSHIPS

Al con s conversabonol and personol but ity

not capobie of roal relationahips. It learns from
patterns in wser input rather than human

UNde anding Some neulodi veegent children may
crpenence 0 serse of connection with Al chotbots,
particudorly if they find secial stuctions challeng ng
118 tharedone Impartant te explain that these are
simulatod convorsstions ond aront o substitute loe
reGl, human rectonalyps.

§
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Chitldren First

Lmarning Partrse rl:|1||'\.

CFLP School Term and Holiday Dates 2026/2027
Autumn Term 2026
INSET DAYS 1 : Tuesday 1st September 2026 (Staff only)
Pupils: Wednesday 2nd September - Friday 23rd October
October Half Term Holiday: Monday 26th October - Friday 30™ October
INSET DAY 2 Monday 2nd November (Staff only)
Staff and Pupils: Tuesday 3rd Movember - Friday 18th December
Christmas Holiday: Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January 2027
Spring Term 2027
Staff and Pupils: Monday 4th January 2027 - Friday 12th February
February Half Term: Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February

INSET DAY 3 Monday 22nd February (Staff only)

Pupils: Tuesday 23rd February - Thursday 25™ March

Easter Holiday: Monday 29th March - Friday 9th April
Summer Term 2027

Staff and Pupils: Monday 12th April - Friday 28th May
May Bank Holiday - School Closed: Monday 3rd May
Half term: Monday 31st May - Friday 4™ June

INSET DAY 4: Monday 7th June (Staff only)

Pupils: Tuesday 8th June - Tuesday 20th July

INSET DAY 5- Wednesday 215t July (Staff only)

Summer Holiday for pupils: Wednesday 21°" July -Wednesday 1st September 2027




Our Summer Booltshelf_
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