Knypersley First School
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A glossary of technical
vocabulary in Art



Some vocabulary reoccurs in more than one-year group and all vocabulary should be revisited.
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Skill vocabulary:

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and
expressions.

SCribble Sstraight Curved long short
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Texture

Definition — The way something looks and feels. This can be split into actual texture (what can be
felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

soft

smooth

Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.
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Key Stage 1

Skill vocabulary:

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and

expressions.

wavy thick thin Zig-zag
diagonal bold vertical horizontal Cross-hatching
e
Colour

Definition — Colour is the element of Art that is produced when light is reflected by to the eye after

hitting an object.

Primary
Anhy Of a group of
colours from
which all other
colours Cah be
obtained by mix-"

rinjary Colors

Secondary
3 colour that is pro-
duced by mixing two
pritary colours. ES:
orange iS produced
by mixing red ahd .
yellow.

Bright
Colour that is
vivid and bold

(stanhds out from
dark colours)

colour-mixXing
Putting two or

make other Col-

Cool

Warm

Shade

more colours
together to

our.
COLOR MIXING

— 00 ®

containing pale
blue, green, or
Srey

containing red,
yellow, Or Oorghge

A slight degree of
difference be-
tween

colours. .




Texture

Definition — The way something looks and feels. This can be split into actual texture (what can be

felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

pricKly

NI

shiny

flat

hairy

Visual texture:

2240

rough Smooth bumpy SOft hard
Having anh uneven or Having an even and Uneven, with many patches Easy to mould, cut, Solid, firm and rigid.
irregular surface. regular surface. raised above the rest. compress or fold.
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Tone

Definition — Tone means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be how light or dark
something appears. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3D object.

lisht dark

strong tint shade SOft Harsh
| A tohe which is
uhcomfortable
Oh the eyes or
adding white adding black difficult to view.

Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.

spotted striped

' 4

Sitple
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Shape and Form

Definition — A shape is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded
in. Form is a three dimensional shape. Sculpture is about creating forms.

2D shapes
Having only two di-
mensions, such as
width and height but
ho thiCkhess. Squares,
CirCles, Triangles, etC
are two-dimensiohal
opjeCts.

3D shapes
A 3D shape has three
dimensions. It is any
shape or ohjeCt that
takes up air space.
Sphere, Cube, Cylin-
der, Pyramid, Cone.

Flat
A flat shape is a
shape with only 2
dimensions 2D).

Curved
A curved
line cah be geo-
metric, like the
arcC Of g perfect
circle.




Regular
Resular shapes have

sides that are all Lower Key Stage 2
equal and interjor _
(inside) angles that Skill vocabulary:
are all equal. _

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a
brush dipped in paint. A line can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be
used to show feelings and expressions.

contihuous solid delicate

N

flowing

Colour

Definition — Colour is the element of Art that is produced when light is reflected by to the eye after
hitting an object.

Primary Secondary Tertiary Complementary Contrasting
Any of a group of a colour that is pro- . A colour that Differing strikingly.
Colours from dl:icrned pézi:i:ftg\;? A colour that is produced looks good with Opposite colours
which all other primary | ES by mixing one primary another on the
colours Can be orange iS produced . colour.  wi<— colour «@®e
obtained by mix-"1> " by mixing red colour with one secondary " v wheel °
ing. i colour. it . - '
‘fgllow Yo creen
Pale Earthy
Light in Colour or TResembling
shade; Containing earth in form or _ Boid ~ Vibrant _Suble
little colour or having a strong, bright and striking. delicately com-
H Ccolour ‘a huge room deco-
pigtment. vivid, or Clear a huge room plex and under-
rated in vibrant d
EEEN N appearance blues and greens’ state
B m
Pastel - ‘
OFf a pale and

delicate shade
Of a colour.




Texture

Definition — The way something looks and feels

felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

. This can be split into actual texture (what can be
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Visual texture:

fine
Very thin Or harrow.
Very small particles.

uneven

Not level or smooth.
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raised
Elevated to a higher
position or (evel, lifted.

COarse

Rough or harsh in texture.
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Shiny and smooth.

glossy




Tone

Definition — Tone means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be how light or dark
something appears. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3D object.

subtle

contrasting

dramatic

broken

Monochrome

range of shades.

A piece of Art that
uses only 1 colour in a

Pattern

Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.

Criss-Cross

Symmetrical
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Shape and Form

spaced

HI=20:
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busy
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Definition — A shape is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded
in. Form is a three dimensional shape. Sculpture is about creating forms.

Coiled
To wind into
rings or spirals.

Symmetrical
Something is symmet-
rical when it is the same on
both sides. A shape
has symmetry if @ Central
dividing line (@ mirror line)
Can be drawn on it, to show
that both sides of the shape
are exactly the same.

Twisted
A Convention Of rep-
resentation in which
part Of a figure is
shown in profile and
ahother part of the
Same figure is Shown
frontally.

TRounded
A round
shape Consisting of a
Curved line that Com-
pletely enCloses a
spaCe and is the same
distance from the Cen-
tre gt every point.

Proportioned
In experienCing the sCale of
an artwork we tend to
Compare its size to the size
Of our own bod-
ies. Proportion refers to the
relative size Of parts of a
whole (elements within an
objeCt).




Upper Key stage 2

Skill vocabulary:

Line

Definition — A line is the path left by a moving point e.g. a pencil or a brush dipped in paint. A line
can take many forms e.g. horizontal, diagonal or curved. A line can be used to show feelings and
expressions.

SWift

for

™

parallel undulating

Colour

Definition — Colour is the element of Art that is produced when light is reflected by to the eye after
hitting an object.

Translucent Opaque Neutral Sombre

allowing light, but
hot detailed shapes,
tO pass through; semi
-trahsparent.

o®

Texture

Definition — The way something looks and feels. This can be split into actual texture (what can be

Not able to be
seen through;
not traghSparent.

XL

Pale grey, Crepm,

or beige.

felt) and visual texture (what can be seen).

Tactile Texture:

Dark or dull in
colour or tone.




matt

Visual texture:

Jagged

With rough, sharp points
protruding.

/M ]

pitted
Having a holiow or
ihdentation onh the surface.
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Mmatt
Dull and flat.

Tone

Definition — Tone means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be how light or dark

something appears. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3D object.

highlight

graduated

shadow

mid-tone

varied

Pattern



Definition — A pattern is a design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours.
Patterns can be manmade or natural.

broken chequered orhate well-palanced
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Shape and Form

Definition — A shape is an area enclosed by a line. It could be just an outline or it could be shaded
in. Form is a three dimensional shape. Sculpture is about creating forms.

Angular Bulbous Asymmetrical Forked Geometric
Forming an angle : Bulb-shaped, bulg- Not identical on 2ig8zag, as light- TResembling the
sharp-Corhered, ing. both sides of a hing. Sitple rectilinear
more angles. SsymmetriCal, |aCk- lines or figures

ing symmetry.

Irregular Tapering Sweeping Curvaceous Elongated
e d;';"quu‘;‘ii e | |Becoming thin- Having a curving Having a smoothly e res
ahgles equal. (A polygon is ner Or harrower line or form. CurVing shape, eg ; ;g?;:{ee'oo:gi:ttzg xgghmmzi:e
"regular” only when all towards one a CurvaCeous Coas than they are in rearcy. Elonga-
angles are equal and all tline. tioh iS a FOrm OF ab-
sides are equal, otherwise end. StraCt art that OFten depicts
it is irregular.) ;?%;Zt;f::c:] gg::'n: Of peopie




